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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-11 (cancelled) 
Claim 12 (currently amended) 

12. P e sticid e s and horbicidos, charact e rized in that th e y comprise at least ono compound of 

the fo r mula (I) according to Claim L A pesticidal or herbicidal composition comprising a 
compound of formula I according to claim 27 and a pesticidallv or herbicidally acceptable 
carrier. 

Claim 13 (cancelled) 

Claim 14 (original) 

14. Method of combating pests and weeds, characterized in that compounds of the formula (I) 
according to Claim i 27 are allowed to act on pests and/or their environment or on weeds 
and/or their environment. 

Claims 15-26 (cancelled) 

Claim 27 (new - corresponding-m-part to original claim 2) 
27. A compound of formula (I), wherein: 




(I) 



X represents halogen, CrCa-alkyl, C 2 -C6-alkenyl, C2-C 6 -alkinyl, Ci-C 6 -alkoxy, C3- 
C 6r alk^iylpxy,. Ci-Cg^ylthio, CrCe-alkylsulphinyl, Ci-C 6 -alkylsulphonyl, _ 



3 
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C6-halogenoalkyl ? C2-C6-halogenoalkenyl s Ci-Ce-halogenoalkoxy, C 3 -C 6 - 
halogenoalkenyloxy, nitro, cyano, or represents phenyl, phenoxy, phenylthio, 
benzyloxy or benzylthio, each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, Ci- 
C 6 -aIkyl 3 Ci-Q-alkoxy, d-C^halogenoalkyl, Ci-Ca-halogenoalkoxy, nitro or 
cyano, 

represents halogen, Q-Cd-alkyL, C2-C 6 -alkenyl, C 2 -C 6 -alkinyl, CrC 6 -alkoxy ? C 3 - 
C 6 -alkenyloxy, Ci-CValkylthio, CrC 6 -alkyl-sulphinyl, Q-Ce-alkylsulphonyl, Q- 
C$-halogenoalkyl, Qs-CVhalogenoalkenyl, Ci-C6-halogenoalkoxy 3 C3-C6- 
halogenoalkenyloxy, nitro or cyano, 

represents hydrogen, halogen, Cj-Ce-alkyl, Cz-Cg-alkenyl, C 2 -C6-alkinyl 5 Ci-C 6 - 
halogenoalkyl, C 2 -C 6 -halogenoalkenyl, Ci-Cs-alkoxy, Cs-Ce-alkenyioxy, Ci-C 6 - 
halogenoalkoxy, C3-C 6 -halogenoalkenyloxy, nitro or cyano, where at least one of 
the substituents X and Y does not represent halogen, alkyl, halogenoalkyl or 
alkoxy, 

A, B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent saturated or unsaturated 
C3-Cio-cycloaIkyl in which one ring member is optionally replaced by oxygen or 
sulphur and which is optionally monosubstituted or polysubstituted by Cj-Cg- 
alkyl, C 3 -Cio-cycloalkyl, Ci-Cg-halogenoalkyl, C r Cg-alkoxy, Ci-Cg-alkylthio, 
halogen or phenyl, or 

A, B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent Cs-Ce-cycloalkyl which is 
substituted by an alkylenediyl group which optionally contains one or two oxygen 
and/or sulphur atoms or by an alkylenedioxy or by an alkylenedithio group, this 
group together with the carbon atom to which it is bonded forming a further five- 

— to eight-membered ringror 

4 
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A„ B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent C3-Cg-cycloalkyl or C5- 
Ca-cycloalkenyl in which two substituents together with the carbon atoms to 
which they are bonded represent C 3 -C 6 -alkanediyl, C3-C 6 -alkenediyl or C 4 -C 6 - 
alkanedienediyl, in which one methylene group is optionally replaced by oxygen 
or sulphur and each of which is optionally substituted by Ci-C 6 -alkyl, Ci-C 6 - 
alkoxy or halogen, 

G represents hydrogen (a) or one of the groups 




E represents a metal ion equivalent or an ammonium ion, 
L represents oxygen or sulphur and 
M represents oxygen or sulphur, 

R l represents Ci-C 2 o-alkyl, C 2 -C 2 o-alkenyl, Ci-C a -alkoxy-Ci-C a -alkyl, Ci-C 8 - 
alkylthio-Ci-C 6 -alkyl orpoly-Ci-C 8 -alkoxy-Ci-C a -alkyl, each of which is 
optionally substituted by halogen, or represents C3-C s -cycloalkyl in which at least 
one ring member is optionally replaced by 5 oxygen and/or sulphur and which is 
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optionally substituted by halogen, Ci-Ce-alkyl or Ci-Ce-alkoxy, 

or phenyl which is optionally substituted by halogen, cyano, vitro, Ci-Ce-alkyl, 
CpCe-alkoxy, Ci-C 6 -halogenoallcyl, GXVhalogenoalkoxy, CrC 6 -alkylthio or Q. 
Ce-alkylsulphonyl, 

or phcnyl-Ci-CG-alkyl which is optionally substituted by halogen, vitro,-cyano, Ci- 
Ce-alkyl, Ci-C 6 -alkoxy, Ci-C6-halogenoalkyl or Ci-C 6 -halogenoaIkoxy, 

■ 

or 5- or 6-membered hetaryl which is optionally substituted by halogen or Ci-Cs- 
alkyl, 

or phenoxy-Ci-Ce-alkyl which is optionally substituted by halogen or CpCs-aUcyl, 
or 

5- or 6-membered hetaryloxy-Ci-C 0 -alkyl which is optionally substituted by 
halogen, amino or Ci-C$-alkyl, 

R 2 represents Ci-Cao-alkyl, C 2 -C 2 o-alkenyl, Ci-C 5 -alkoxy-C2-C 8 -alkyl or pory-Crd- 
alkoxy-C2-C B -alkyl, each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, 

or C 3 -C B -cycloalkyl which is optionally substituted by halogen, Ci-C6-alkyl or Ci- 
Co-alkoxy, or 

phenyl or benzyl, each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, cyano, nitro, 
CVCo-alkyl, Ci-C 6 -alkoxy 7 Ci-Ce-halogenoalkyl or Ci-C6-halogenoalkoxy 7 

R 3 represents Ci-C 8 -alkyl which is optionally substituted by halogen, or phenyl or 
~ " benzyl, each'of which is optionally substituted by halogen, Ci-C6-alkyl 9 C]-Cg- 
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alkoxy, Ci-C4-halogenoalkyl, C|-C4-halogenoalkoxy, cyano or nitro, 

R 4 and R 5 independently of one another represent C r C 8 -a]kyl, CrC fl -alkoxy, Ci-C fl -alkyl 
amino, di-(C r C fl -alkyl)amino, C,-C fl -alkylthio, C 2 -C 8 -alkenylthio or C3-C7- 
cycloalkylthio, each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, or phenyl, 
phenoxy or phenylthio, each of which is optionally substituted by halogen, nitro, 
cyano, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, C^-balogenoalkoxy, Ci-Q-alkylthio, C1-C4- 
halogenoalkylthio, Ci-C4-alkyl or Ci-d-halogenoalkyl, 

R 6 and R 7 independently of one another represent hydrogen, or Ci-Ce-alkyl, Ca-Cs- 

cycloalkyl, C]-C 8 -aIkoxy 7 C 3 -Ca-alkenyl or Ci-Ce-alkoxy-CrCa-alkyl, each of 
which is optionally substituted by halogen, or phenyl which is optionally 
substituted by halogen, Ci-C 8 -halogenoalky1, C r C 8 -alkyl or Ci-C 8 -alkoxy, or 
benzyl which is optionally substituted by halogen, Ci-C 8 -alkyl, Ci-C 8 - 
halogenoalkyl or Q-Ca-alkoxy, or together represent a C3-C6-alkylene radical in 
which one carbon atom is optionally replaced by oxygen or sulphur. 

Claim 28 (new - corresponding-in-part to original claim 3) 

28. A compound of the formula (I) according to Claim 27 in which 

X represents fluorine, chlorine, bromine, Ci-C 4 -alkyL, C 2 -C 4 -aIkenyl, C 2 -C 4 -alkinyl, 
Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, C 3 -C 4 -alkenyloxy, Q-Ca-aUkylthio, Ci-C 4 -alkylsulphinyl 7 C1-C4- 
alkylsulphonyl, Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkyl, C3-C4- halogenoalkenyl, C1-C4- 
halogenoalkoxy, C3-C4-halogenoaIkenyloxy, nitro or cyano, or phenyl, phenoxy, 
phenylthio; benzyloxy or benzylthio, each of which is optionally substituted by 
fluorine, chlorine, bromine, C 1 -C 4 -a]kyl, C|-C 4 -alkoxy, Ci-C 2 -halogenoalkyl, C|- 
C 2 -halogenoalkoxy, nitro or cyano, 
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Y represents fluorine, chlorine, bromine, d-C 4 -alkyl 5 C 2 -C 4 -aIkenyl, C 2 -C 4 -alkinyl, 
Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, C 3 -C 4 -alkenyloxy, Ci-C 4 -alkylthio, Ci-C 4 -all^lsulphinyl, Ci-C 4 - 
alkylsulphonyl, Ci-Ca-halogenoalkyl, C 3 -C 4 -halogenoalkenyl 7 Ci-C 4 - 
halogenoalkoxy, C3-C 4 -halogenoalkenyloxy, nitro or cyano, 

Z represents hydrogen, fluorine, chlorine, bromine, Ci-C 4 -alkyl, C2-C 4 -alkenyl, C2- 
C 4 -alkinyl, Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkyl, C 3 -C 4 -halogenoalkenyl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, C3-C4- 
alkenyloxy, Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkoxy, C3-C 4 -halogenoaIkenyloxy 9 nitro or cyano, 

where at least one of the substituents X and Y does not represent halogen, alkyl, 
halogenoalkyl or alkoxy, 

A 3 B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent saturated or unsaturated 
C 3 -C8-cycloalkyl in which one ring member is optionally replaced by oxygen or 
sulphur and which is optionally substituted by Ci-C^-alkyl, C3-C8-cycloalkyl, Cr 
C 3 -halogenoalkyl, Ci-Ce-alkoxy, 5 Cl-C 6 -alkylthio 3 fluorine, chlorine or phenyl, or 

A, B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent Cs-Ce-cycloalkyl which is 
substituted by an alkylenediyl group which optionally contains one or two oxygen 
or sulphur atoms or by an alkylenedioxy or by an alkylenedithio group, this group 
together with the carbon atom to which it is bonded forming a further five- to 
seven-membered ring, or 

A, B and the carbon atom to which they are banded represent C 3 -C 6 -cycloalkyl or C5- 
C6-Cycloalkenyl, in which two substituents together with the carbon atoms to 
which they are bonded represent Cs-Cs-alkanediyl, Cs-Cs-alkenediyl or 
butadienediyl, in which one methylene group is optionally replaced by oxygen or 

sulp hur and each o f which is optiona ll y substituted by Ci-Cs-alkyl, Ci-CU-alkoxy, 
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fluorine, chlorine or bromine, 
G represents hydrogen (a) or one of the groups 




represents a metal ion equivalent or an ammonium ion, 
represents oxygen or sulphur and 
represents oxygen or sulphur, 

represents C r Ci6-alkyl, C 2 -C$-alkenyl, Ci-C 6 -alkoxy-C]-C fi -alkyl, Ci-C 6 - 
alkylthio-Ci -Chalky! orpoly-Ci-Co-alkoxy-C|-C6-alkyl, each of which is 
optionally substituted by fluorine or chlorine, or represents C3-C7-cycloalkyl 
which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, Ci-C 5 -alkyl or CrCs-alkoxy 
and in which up to two ring members are optionally replaced by oxygen and/or 
sulphur, 

or represents phenyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 
bromine, cyano, nitro, Ci-C 4 -alkyl s Ci-Cpalkoxy, Ci-C3-halogenoalkyl, C1-C3- 
halogenoalkoxy, C]-C4-alkylthio or Ci-C4-alkylsulphonyi;~ 

9 
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or phenyl-Ci-Ca-alkyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 
bromine, Ci-C^alkyl, Q-C^alkoxy, Ci-C3-halogenoalkyl or C1-C3- 
halogenoalkoxy, 

or pyrazolyl,, thiazolyl, pyridyl, pyrimidyl, furanyl or thienyl, each of which is 
optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine or Ci-C^alkyl, 

or phenoxy-Ci-Cs-alkyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 
bromine or Cj-C4-alkyl, or 

pyridyloxy-Ci-C 5 -alkyl, pyrimidyloxy-CL-Cs-alkyl or thiazolyloxy-Ci-C 5 -alkyl, 
each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, amino or 
Ci-C4-alkyl, 

R 2 represents 0-Ci6-alkyl, C 2 -C 16 -alkenyl 3 Ci-C 6 -alkoxy-C2-C 6 -alkyl or poly-CrC 6 - 
alkoxy, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine or chlorine, 

or C3-C7-cycloalkyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, C1-C4- 
alkyl or Ci-C4-a]koxy, or 

phenyl or benzyl, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 
bromine, cyano, nitro, Ci-C 4 -alkyI, Ci-C 3 -alkoxy, Ci-C 3 -halogenoalkyl or C1-C3- 
halogenoalkoxy, 

R 3 represents Ci-Ce-alkyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine or chlorine, or 

phenyl or benzyl, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 

bromine, Ci-C 5 -alkyl, Ci-C 5 -alkoxy, CrC 3 -halogenoalkyl 9 Q^-halogenoalkoxy, 
cyano or nitro, 
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R 4 and R 5 independently of one another represent Ci-C6-alkyl, Ci-C 6 -alkoxy, Ci-C6-alkyl 
amino, di-(Ci-C6-alkyl)amino, Ci-C 6 -alkylthio, C 3 -C 4 -alkenylthio or Cs-C 6 - 
cycloalkylthio, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine or chlorine, or 
phenyl, phenoxy or phenylthio, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine, 
chlorine, bromine, nitro, cyano, Ci-C 3 -alkoxy, Ci-C 3 -halogenoalkoxy, Ci-C 3 - 
alkylthio, Ci-C^halogenoalkyllhio, Ci-C3-alkyl or Ci-C 3 -halogenoalkyl, 

R 6 and R 7 independently of one another represent hydrogen, or Ci-Cp-allcyl, C 3 -Cg- 

cycloalkyl, Ci-C 6 -alkoxy, C 3 -C 6 ~alkenyl or C r C 6 -alkoxy-C j -C6-alkyl, each of 
which is optionally substituted .by halogen, or phenyl which is optionally 
substituted by halogen, Ci-C 5 -halogenoalkyl, C r C 5 -alkyl or Ci-C 5 -alkoxy, or 
benzyl which is optionally substituted by halogen, Ci-C 5 -alkyl, CrCs- 
halogenoalkyl or Ci-Cs-alkoxy, or together represent a C 3 -C6-alkylene radical in 
which one carbon atom is optionally replaced by oxygen or sulphur. 

Claim 29 (new - corresponding-in-part to original claim 4) 

29. A compound of the formula (I) according to Claim 27 in which 

X represents fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl, ethyl, propyl, iso-propyl, vinyl, 
ethinyl, methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, iso-propoxy, allyloxy, methallyloxy, 
trifluoromethyl, difluoromethoxy, trifluoromethoxy, methylthio, methylsulphinyl, 
in methylsulphonyl, nitro, cyano, or phenyl, phenoxy, phenylthio, benzyloxy or 
benzylthio, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, 
methyl, ethyl, propyl, iso-propyl, tert-butyl, methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, tert- 
butoxy, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, nitro or cyano, 

Y represents fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, i-propyl;n-butyl, i- 



11/10/03 MON 13:08 [TX/RX NO 5473] 12012 



11/10/03 12:09 FAX 212 808 0844 



NMM NEW YORK 



@013 



butyl, tert-butyl, vinyl, ethinyl, methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, iso-propoxy, allyloxy, 
methallyloxy, trifhioromethyl, methylthio, methylsulphinyl, methylsulphonyl, 
difluoromethoxy, trifluoromethoxy, nitro or cyano, 

Z represents hydrogen, fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, i-propyl, 
n-butyl, i-butyL, tert-butyl, vinyl, ethinyl, xnethoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, iso-propoxy, 
allyloxy, methallyloxy, difluoromethoxy, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, nitro 
or cyano, where at least one of the substituents X and Y does not represent 
halogen, alkyl, 25 halogenoalkyl or alkoxy; 

A, B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent saturated or unsaturated 
C3-Cg-cycloalkyl in which one ring member is optionally replaced by oxygen or 
sulphur and which is optionally substituted by methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, 
butyl, iso-butyl, sec-butyl, tent-butyl, cyclopropyl, cyclohexyl, trifluoromethyl, 
methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy, iso-propoxy, butoxy, iso-butoxy, sec-butoxy, tert- 
butoxy, methylthio, ethylthio, fluorine, chlorine or phenyl, or 

A, B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent Cs-Cs-cycloalkyl which is 
substituted by an alkylenediyl group which optionally contains one oxygen or 
sulphur atom or by an alkylene-dioxy group, this group together with the carbon 
atom to which it is bonded fo rming a further five- to six-membered ring, or 

A, B and the carbon atom to which they are bonded represent C3-C6-cycloaJkyl or C5- 
Ce-cycloalkenyl in which two substituents together with the carbon atoms to 
which they are bonded represent C3-C4-alkanediyl, C3-C4-alkenediyl or 
butadienediyl, in each of which one methylene group is optionally replaced by 
oxygen or sulphur, 

12 
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G represents hydrogen (a) or one of the groups 



o 

A 




R 4 

S0 2 R 3 p R 5 



Ri (b), ^ M (0, ^ (d), ^ ( e ). 



E (f) or 




E represents a metal ion equivalent or an ammonium ion, 

> 

L represents oxygen or sulphur and 
M represents oxygen or sulphur, 

R 1 represents Ci-C 4 -alkyl, C 2 -C 34 -alkenyl, Q -C 4 -alkoxy-C i -C 6 -alkyl, Ci-C 4 - 
alkylthio-Ci-C 6 -alkyl or poly^Cl-C 4 -alkoxy-Cl-C 4 -a]kyl s each of which is 
optionally substituted by fluorine or chlorine, or Cs-Cs-cycloalkyl which is 
optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, methyl, ethyl, propyl, i-propyl, butyl, 
i-butyl, tert-butyl, methoxy, ethoxy, propoxy or iso-propoxy and in which up to 

■ 

two ring members are optionally replaced by oxygen and/or sulphur, 

or phenyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, cyano, 

r 

nitro, methyl, ethyl, propyl, i-propyl, methoxy, ethoxy, trifluoromethyl, 
trifluoromethoxy, methylthio, ethylthio, methylsulphonyl or ethylsulphonyL, 

* 

or benzyl wbichisoptionally substituted by fliiorine, chlorine, broxnine.lnethyl, 



M3 
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ethyl, propyl, i-propyl, methoxy, etlioxy, trifluoromethyl or trifluoromethoxy, 



or fuxanyl, thienyl, pyridyl, pyrimidyl, fhiazolyl or pyrazolyL, each of which is 

optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl or ethyl, 

i 
i 

or phenoxy-Ci-C4-alkyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 
methyl or ethyl, or j 



pyridyl-oxy-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, pyrinridyloxy-Ci-Gj-alkyl or thiazolyloxy-Ci-C 4 -alkyl, 
each of which is optionally substituied by fluorine, chlorine, amino, methyl or 
ethyl, 

i 

R 2 represents Ci-Cu-alkyl, C 2 -Ci4-alkejayl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy-C 2 -C 6 -alkyl s poly-Ci-C 4 - 

\ 

alkoxy-C2-C6-alkyl, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine or 
chlorine, 

I 
i 

I 
I 

or C 3 -C6-cycloaIkyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, methyl; 

i 

ethyl, propyl, iso-propyl or methoxy^ 



or phenyl or benzyl, each of which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, 

i ! 

cyano, nitro, methyl, ethyl, propyl, ijpropyl, methoxy, ethoxy, trifluoromethyl or 
trifluoromethoxy, j \ 

represents methyl, ethyl, propyl or isopropyl, each of which is optionally 
substituted by fluorine or chlorine, or phenyl or benzyl, each of which is 

j It 

optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl, ethyl, propyl, iso- 
propyl, tert-butyl, methoxy, ethjoxy, isopropoxy, tert-butoxy, trifluoromethyl, 
trifluoromethoxy, cyano or nitro, 
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a 5 1 

R and R independently of one another represent Ci-C 4 -alkyl, Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, Ci-C 4 -aIkyl 

amino, di-(Ci-C 4 -alkyl)amino or Ci;-C 4 -alkylthio, each of which is optionally 

■ 

substituted by fluorine or chlorine, or phenyl, phenoxy or phenylthio, each of 
which is optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, nitro, cyano, Ci-C 2 - 
alkoxy, Ci-C 2 -fluoro-alkoxy, Ci-C 2 jalkylthio, Ci-Qrfluoroalkylthio or C1-C3- 
alkyl, I 



6 7 1 

R and R independently of one another represent hydrogen, or C|-C 4 -alkyl, C 3 -C 6 - 

1 

cycloalkyl, d-Gj-alkoxy, C 3 -C 4 -alkjeiiyl or Ci-C4-alkoxy-Ci-C 4 -alkyl 7 each of 

I 

1 

which is optionally substituted by fluorine or chlorine, or phenyl which is 

I 
1 

optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, Ci-Cphalogenoalkyl, C1-C4- 
alkyl or Ct-C 4 -alkoxy, or benzyl which is optionally substituted by fluorine, 

1 

chlorine, bromine, Ci-C 4 -alkyl, Ci-C 4 -halogenoalkyl or Ci-C 4 -alkoxy, or together 
represent a Cs-Ce-alkylene radical in which one carbon atom is optionally replaced 
by oxygen or sulphur. ! 



Claim 30 (new) ; 

30. A compound of the formula (I) according tcj Claim 27 wherein at least one of X, Y and Z 
is C]-C 6 halogenoalkoxy. 

Claim 3 1 (new) | 

! 

3 1 . The compound of claim 30 wherein X is CrCe halogenoalkoxy. 



Claim 32 (new) 

32. A pesticidal or herbicidal composition comprising a compound of formula I according to 
__claim31_and a pesticidaUy_or„heibicidallyacceptable-carrier 
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Claim 33 (new) 

33. Method of combating pests and weeds, characterized in that compounds of the formula (I) 

■ 

according to Claim 31 are allowed to act on pests and/or their environment or on weeds 
and/or their environment 



Claim 34 (new - corresponding-in-part to original claim 5) 

34. A process for preparing the compound of claim 27, wherein carboxylic esters of the 
formula (HI) 




in which 



Q 

A, B, X, Y, Z and R are as defined in claim 27 

are subjected to an intramolecular condensation reaction in the presence of a diluent and 
in the presence of a base. 
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